
Wet Felting Shrinkage Rate Cheat Sheet

Shrinkage Rate
Starting Size of Wool Layout or Resist

Target Size
(inches/cm) 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

1 1.25 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.8 2

2 2.50 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.3 3.6 4

3 3.75 4 4.3 4.6 5.0 5.5 6

4 5 5.3 5.7 6.2 6.7 7.3 8

5 6.25 6.7 7.1 7.7 8.3 9.1 10

6 7.50 8 8.6 9.2 10 11 12

7 9 9.3 10 11 12 13 14

8 10 10.7 11.4 12 13 15 16

9 11 12 13 14 15 16 18

10 12.5 13.3 14 15 17 18 20

11 14 15 16 17 18 20 22

12 15 16 17 18 20 22 24

13 16 17 19 20 22 24 26

14 18 19 20 22 23 25 28

15 19 20 21 23 25 27 30

20 25 27 29 31 33 36 40

25 31 33 36 38 42 45 50

30 38 40 43 46 50 55 60

35 44 47 50 54 58 64 70

40 50 53 57 62 67 73 80

45 56 60 64 69 75 82 90

50 63 67 71 77 83 91 100

55 69 73 79 85 92 100 110

60 75 80 86 92 100 109 120

65 81 87 93 100 108 118 130

70 88 93 100 108 117 127 140

75 94 100 107 115 125 136 150

80 100 107 114 123 133 145 160

85 106 113 121 131 142 155 170

90 113 120 129 138 150 164 180

95 119 127 136 146 158 173 190

100 125 133 143 154 167 182 200

How to Use

1. Find the row for the Target Size 
you would like your finished felted 
piece to be

E.g. If you want a side of your 
finished item to be 12 inches 
long, find the row with 12 on the 
left under Target Size

2. Move along the row to the 
column that matches the 
Shrinkage Rate of your wool to 
find the size your wool layout or 
resist needs to be

E.g. If the shrinkage of your wool 
is 30%, go along the row to the 
column that says look 30% under 
Shrinkage Rate. It says 17, so 
you need to make your layout or 
resist 17 inches for that side
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